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On May 3rd, the Prime Minister an-
nounced the Canadians he had 
selected to join him and his wife 

in attending the Coronation. Leading his 
list was the  Governor General and her 
spouse Whit Fraser. They were joined by 
Assembly of First Nations National Chief 
RoseAnne Archibald; President of Inuit 
Tapiriit Kanatami Natan Obed; President 
of the Métis National Council Cassidy 
Caron; the Clerk of the Privy Council and 
Secretary to the Cabinet, Janice Charette. 
As “young leaders” were Sarah Mazhero 
of the Prime Minister’s Youth Council; 
CEO of Young Diplomats of Canada 
Christina Caouette; founder of Halifax 
Helpers Rebeccah Raphael; President of 
the French-Canadian Youth Federation 
Marguerite Tölgyesi; and Maryam 
Tsegaye, winner of the global science 
competition Breakthrough Junior Chal-

lenge. The list was rounded out by Astro-
naut Jennifer Sidey-Gibbons; and three 
holders of National Honours who joined 
the Abbey pro cession of similar individ-
uals from the Realms: Order of Merit and 
Companion of the Order of Canada Mar-
garet Mac Millan; Cross of Valour recipi-
ent Leslie Arthur Palmer; and Canada’s 
flag bearer, astronaut Jeremy Hansen, 
who will travel to the moon next year as 
part of the Artemis II mission. 

Selecting only 17 folk to represent a 
country of 40 million subjects – of which 
but 13 were effectively discretionary – 
was of course a thankless task, especially 
given that this Coronation, absent the 
temporary seating erected in 1953, regret-
tably could accommodate only a little 
more than a quarter of the number then 
present. We have no quarrel with the se-
lections – but we feel strongly that there 

was one glaring omission which the 
Palace should never have allowed to hap-
pen, nor the Prime Minister to overlook 
even if the Palace chose to do so. 

That is – our Lieutenant Governors. 
Quite apart from their constitutional role, 
these individuals, day to day, on shoe -
string budgets and with minimal staff 
support, effectively “are” The King to 
most Canadians with their constant 
round of imaginative events, which en-
courage the linkage of daily life – individ-
ual, community, organizational and more 
– to the Maple Crown. 

If indeed the Palace could not include 
the vice-regals as a special category, the 
PM should have asked them to choose 
two of their number to represent them 
all. This is something about which we 
have made note of for the next Corona-
tion – may it be many years.

CANADIAN DELEGATION TO CORONATION 
Conspicuous absence of Lieutenant Governors regrettable

To watch the entire Ceremony, click 
or paste into your browser 
www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA 

The Official Canadian Celebration 
of the Coronation was held in Ot-
tawa on the day of Crowning. 

Representing the League were the fol-
lowing invited by the Government of 
Canada: Chairman Finch, Senior Québec 
Officer Karim Al-Dahdah, Social Media 
Coordinator Logan Luit, student mem-
ber and office assistant Dominik Wrona 
and Bruce Hallsor, Senior Officer in 
British Columbia, accompanied by his 
wife Sharon. The account below is de-
rived from impressions of the event 

kindly shared with the league by the 
Hallsors, and represents their personal 
views. 

The Canadian coronation ceremony 
was a great idea, and by and large the gov-
ernment got all the big things right about 
it. There was an emphasis on non-parti-
san causes which are important to our 
King, such as heritage, reconciliation, and 
the environment. We were all given a 
Canadian Coronation Pin. There was a 
pledge of loyalty by government minis-
ters. The event was capped by announce-
ments and unveilings from the Royal 
Canadian Mint, from Canada Post, and 
from the Chief Herald of Canada, who 
produced enlarged representations of a 
new coin, stamp, Standard, and Crown, 

also announcing that The King would 
soon appear on all general circulation 
coinage and the $20.00 banknote. There 
was a collection of talented performers 
from a lively PEI string trio, a solemn 
 Indigenous drumming ensemble, and a 
popular Quebecois chanteuse – but a 
 notable absence of anyone from west of 
Ontario. And we could hear the salutes 
being fired across the street on Parlia-
ment Hill. 

While the government got much right, 
there was unfortunately something lost 
in the details of execution. Most notable 
was the way that the Royal anthem was 
presented. A choir accompanied the play-
ing of O Canada with singing, but it did 
not sing God Save the King. This left the 

CANADIAN CORONATION CEREMONY 
LeBlanc Speech a Highlight

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
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audience quite confused, with most peo-
ple standing silently – a lost opportunity 
for a rousing conclusion. 

It would also have been better if a cer-
emony of this import had involved more 
prominent Canadians. Imagine if Vancou-
ver’s Micheal Buble, who was chosen by 
the King for his coronation playlist, had 
been asked to perform. It would have el-
evated the cachet of the event signifi-
cantly. And while it is understandable 
that the Governor General was unable to 
preside over the ceremony because she 
was leading a delegation to Westminster, 
could we not have recruited a past Gov-
ernor General, or even a past Prime Min-
ister, to act as a host of the event or to 
give a speech of loyalty on behalf of Cana-
dians? I have no doubt that other impor-
tant national figures such as Wayne Gret-
zky, or David Suzuki, would have eagerly 
participated in this ceremony if asked. 
One has to wonder why we were pre-
sented with a series of earnest and tal-
ented, but relatively obscure and un-
known figures, to preside over such an 
important national event. 

Another matter which was correct on 
the big picture, but lost in the execution, 
was the unveiling of a new Canadian 
crown. While I think there is a good argu-
ment to be made for a distinctive Cana-
dian crown, it was unfortunate that there 
was no consultation in advance of the de-
sign that was chosen. The announcement 
appeared to be a rushed afterthought, 
rather than a cause for celebration, and 
the Chief Herald was unable to answer 
basic questions about how the new 
Crown would be used, or why it was not 
being used that day on any of the other 
graphics in the room, including in the 
Canadian Cipher, or on the other symbols 
of state which were on display at the 
coronation event. Moreover, as it does 
not appear that there is any intention to 
actually create a physical crown, this 

symbol is merely a design element, and 
its permanence and longevity must be 
called into question. If the government of 
Canada, without consultation and with-
out any parliamentary authorisation, can 
simply change a national symbol by fiat, 
what will stop a future government from 
tinkering with this symbol of nationhood, 
or other symbols, in the same fashion? 

My last criticism was the complete lack 
of pageantry and ceremony to the occa-
sion. While I am by no means suggesting 
that the Canadian ceremony should have 
tried to compete with the UK one, it would 
have been very simple and appropriate to 
have a moment in the event where the au-
dience formally pledged allegiance to the 
new Monarchy, or at the very least were 
invited to shout out “God Save the King”, 
as people were at Westminster. It would 
not have been difficult to add in some 
trumpeters to the occasion, and to have a 
procession of dignitaries to add some 
gravitas to the occasion.  

We as Monarchists know that symbols 
and ceremonies are important. We use 
them in our everyday life when we mark 
important occasions such as holding 
wed dings or remembering a departed 
loved one. They are also important in our 

nation’s public life, and they are used 
every day by governments to reinforce 
confidence in and respect for our parlia-
ments, our courtrooms, and our military. 
A more generous use of ceremonial intent 
would have added to the richness of the 
Canadian coronation celebration, and 
would have helped it to accomplish its 
goal of bringing Canadians together to 
help us look forward as a country with op-
timism for the reign of our new Sovereign. 

The reception was a chance for us to 
talk to a few old friends in the room, and 
make new ones, including meeting for the 
first time some members of the Monar-
chist League whom we, being from Vic-
toria, had only known previously through 
correspondence. Many who we spoke to 
in conversation echoed the words of the 
speakers at the ceremony, telling us that 
they were very optimistic about the reign 
of Charles III, and that Canada was well 
served by our institution of Constitu-
tional Monarchy. Many also shared with 
us the sense of great loss they sometimes 
unexpectedly felt with the death of Her 
late Majesty, and that the Coronation was 
a chance to put that feeling of loss behind, 
and turn with optimism to a new reign 
and a better future.

Four of the League’s representatives at Government of Canada’s official celebration of Coronation 
(l-r): Karim Al-Dahdah, Logan Liut, Chairman Finch, Bruce Hallsor

Canadian Secretary to The King Donald Booth joins Jo-Anne Polak of Canada Post in unveiling 
first definitive stamp of The King.



CORONATION FESTIVITIES 
ACROSS CANADA 

Gratifying indeed was the range of 
celebrations across Canada, large -
ly organized without subsidy or 

fanfare, ranging from vice-regal recep-
tions and religious services to a Concert 
in Cowichan, BC; bell-ringing in Regina; a 
BBQ and fireworks display in rural Man-
itoba; a Picnic and Tree-planing in Hali-
fax – community and family parties – 
many utilizing the League’s theme of 
Neighbours & Newcomers Together. The 
indefatigable Sandra Barker arranged 
for City Hall in London, ON) to fly the 
League Flag from May 6-11, and for 32 
worship centers to ring their bells at noon 
on Coronation Day. In Peterborough, ON 
came news that its Museum hosted an 
exhibit of “Hiawatha Indian Baskets” 
which were given the Prince of Wales 
during his 1860 tour of Canada. It has 
been housed at Osborne House, Isle of 
Wight. Royal Collection staff from the UK 
oversaw the set-up of the displays – yet 

another link between our First Peoples 
and the Canadian Crown.  

Some larger events were funded in part 
by the League, thanks to a generous be-
quest by the late Kent Jackson, of 
Toronto, such as those which took place 
in Grand Manan NB; Montreal, Arnprior, 
Flesherton, Kingston and Toronto ON; 
Warren & Altona, MB; Tisdale & Qu’Ap-
pelle SK.
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www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA 
(Speech starts around the 34:00 mark) 

More than a few people who heard 
the Minister of Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs on Coronation Day 

asked if his speech had been written by 
the League! 

Of course the suggestion was made 
tongue in cheek, and it is a very good 
thing that it was not of our composition: 
it clearly came from M. LeBlanc’s own 

heart and tongue – a fact reinforced when 
the absence of a text which we had re-
quested was answered by a staffer who 
explained that he usually speaks from 
notes. 

It deserves a place as one of the best 
tributes to the Crown, deeply-felt, well 
explained, that any government official 
has made down the decades. 

Son of the 25th Governor General of 
Canada, who knows where his future 
might take him? Worth a listen – well 
done, Minister!

AN EXCELLENT ADDRESS BY A MINISTER OF THE CROWN! 
Hon Dominic LeBlanc addresses Official Canadian Ceremony celebrating the Coronation

In a stupendous effort demanding 
near ly 48 hours of non-stop work, 
LOGAN LIUT of Toronto translated 

the Coronation Rite immediately upon 
the release of the English text on April 29. 

This is the sort of unrequested labour 
of love and loyalty the League would 
never dreamed of asking anyone to do – 
it also reflects both our own and the 2nd 
year student at University of Toronto’s 
conviction that whenever possible, mat-

ters of Royal importance should be con-
veyed in both Official Languages. 

The first URL below is Logan’s transla-
tion. The two URL’s following provide the 
official English text, followed by the same 
text with the Church of England’s com-
mentary on changes from the 1953 rite. 

drive.google.com/file/d/ 
1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5s 

VGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing 

www.churchofengland.org/ 
coronation/liturgy 

www.churchofengland.org/sites/ 
default/files/2023-04/23-

24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy 
%20Commentary.pdf 

A LABOUR OF GREAT LOYALTY & LOVE 
Première fois : le Rite du Couronnement en français – Coronation Rite in French

← Chairman Dr Ian Gardiner gives media 
interview prior to Coronation celebration 
of Vancouver Branch

Canadian 
Coronation 
symbol 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vmyG-3zwZA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5sVGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5sVGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5sVGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5sVGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAJoixro3ip3TV2mB27AT3u5sVGSTz9i/view?usp=sharing
https://www.churchofengland.org/coronation/liturgy
https://www.churchofengland.org/coronation/liturgy
https://www.churchofengland.org/coronation/liturgy
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/23-24132%20Coronation%20Liturgy%20Commentary.pdf
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Le dimanche 7 mai, un jour seulement 
après le couronnement, la section 
québécoise de la Ligue monarchiste 

du Canada s’est réunie pour célébrer le 
couronnement du roi Charles III. Une très 
belle participation de membres et d’amis, 
anciens et nouveaux, se sont retrouvés au 
Burgundy Lion Pub, dans le quartier de la 
Petite-Bourgogne à Montréal. 

L’après-midi a commencé par des re-
trouvailles avec des membres que nous 
n’avions pas rencontrés en personne de-
puis un certain temps et, bien sûr, par l’ac-
cueil des nouveaux membres du groupe. 
Les conversations se sont concentrées 
sur le couronnement, en échangeant des 
histoires sur l’heure à laquelle nous nous 
sommes réveillés ou si elle a été enregis-
trée pour être visionnée plus tard. Bien 
sûr, nous avons aussi échangé nos mo-

ments préférés du défilé, de la cérémonie 
ou des scènes au balcon. Un fil conduc-
teur était présent dans ces discussions : 
l’enthousiasme pour le règne du roi 
Charles III et l’optimisme quant à ses ac-
tions à long terme. 

La Ligue a été doublement honorée 
d’accueillir son Honneur le Lieutenant 
Gouverneur du Québec, M. J-Michel 
Doyon. Après une introduction joyeuse 
de notre hôte Karim Al-Dahdah, Son 
Honneur a parlé avec éloquence de ses 
propres impressions sur l’événement de 
la veille et de son rôle en tant que repré-
sentant du Roi dans la province de Qué-
bec. Des anecdotes personnelles ont été 
partagées, puis nous avons tous été en-
traînés dans une interprétation émou-
vante de God Save the King, suivie d’un 
toast à leurs majestés le roi Charles III et 

la reine Camilla. 
Les invités ont dégusté une sélection 

de douceurs telles que des tartelettes aux 
citrons, du gâteau au fromage verrine, de 
la panna cotta au lait de poule et du pud-
ding au caramel gluant dans une salle 
 spacieuse et aérée, traditionnellement ré-
servée au “afternoon tea”. La salle était 
dotée de hauts plafonds, de murs feuillus, 
d’une grande collection de tasses à thé or-
nées et d’armoiries élaborées. 

Alors que l’événement tirait à sa fin, de 
nombreux membres ont parlé du désir 
d’organiser des événements comme celui-
ci et de leur satisfaction d’avoir trouvé un 
moyen de célébrer. La section québécoise 
de la Ligue espère que ses événements de-
viendront plus fréquents. Un véritable 
succès et une participation étonnante. 
Huzzah au Roi et à nos fidèles membres !

RÉCEPTION DES MONARCHISTES QUÉBÉCOIS 
Le lieutenant-gouverneur participe

QUEBEC MONARCHISTS’ RECEPTION 
Lieutenant Governor Attends

On Sunday May 7, just one day 
after the coronation, the Quebec 
branch of the Monarchist League 

of Canada met to celebrate the corona-
tion of King Charles III. A fine turnout of 
both long-standing members as well as 
newly minted friends joined together at 
the Burgundy Lion Pub in Montreal’s 
 Little Burgundy district.  

The afternoon started off with recon-
necting with members whom we haven’t 
had a face-to-face meet-up with in a while 
and of course welcoming in the new 
members to the group. The conversations 
resolved around the coronation, swap-
ping stories of what time we woke up or 
if it was recorded for future viewing. Of 
course, we also swapped our favourite 

 moments from the parade, ceremony, or 
the balcony scenes. One common thread 
was present in these discussions: the ex-
citement for King Charles III’s reign and 
optimism for his long-visioned actions. 

The League was doubly honoured to 
host his Honour the Lieutenant Governor 
of Quebec, M. J-Michel Doyon. After a 
joyous introduction from our host Karim 
Al-Dahdah, His Honour eloquently spoke 
of his own impressions of the previous 
day’s event and his role as the King’s 
 Representative in the province of Que-
bec. Personal anecdotes were shared and 
then we all were led into a stirring rendi-
tion of God Save the King, followed by a 
toast to their majesties King Charles III 
and Queen Camilla. 

Guests enjoyed a selection of sweets 
such as lemons tarts, cheesecake verrine, 
eggnog panna cotta and sticky toffee 
pudding in a breezy and spacious room 
traditionally reserved for afternoon tea. 
The room boasted high ceilings, leafy 
walls and a large collection of ornate tea 
cups and elaborate coat of arms. 

As the event wound down many mem-
bers spoke of the desire for event such as 
this and how they were thankful to find 
an outlet for celebration. It’s the hope of 
the Quebec chapter of the League that its 
meetings can become more frequent. A 
true success and amazing attendance. 
Huzzah to King and to our loyal member-
ship!

Des monarchistes montréalais enthousiastes se joignent au lieutenant-
gouverneur du Québec pour célébrer le couronnement / Enthusiastic Montreal 
monarchists join Lieutenant Governor of Quebec to celebrate Coronation



CANADA’S NEW ROYAL STYLE & TITLES ACT 
Changes to the Royal Style and Titles were buried in an omnibus Budget bill especially to avoid giving 
Bloc MPs a platform for their views which, dedicated to destroying Canada, include abolition of our 
Constitutional Monarchy! Bill C-47 received the Royal Assent on June 22 and thus is now law. 

The King’s new Canadian Style and Titles runs as follows: 

Charles the Third, by the Grace of God King of Canada and 
His other Realms and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth. 

In 1953, Prime Minister St Laurent introduced a separate 
bill and explained its provisions at some length, with 
 eloquence and enthusiasm. We understand the reason for 

the new Royal Style &  Titles’ being presented in the omnibus 
Bill advanced via a Ways & Means  Motion to become part of 
The Budget Implementation Act No. 1 2023 and in turn Act 
510. This was in order to avoid giving republicans (a few 
 NDPers beginning with their leader, and of course the Bloc 
MPs) to make a scene, and to prattle about their republican 
views. As much as M. Trudeau waxes enthusiastic about the 
Crown on occasion, he was probably well advised in 2023 to 
follow this new procedure. 

The League supports the changes them selves, which state, 
first and foremost, and with clarity, The King’s position in 
this Realm. It would have been legally harmless to leave in 
the reference to the UK, as our courts recently upheld the 
principle of symmetry, whereby the Sovereign of the UK is 
Canada’s Sov ereign – but given the general lack of knowledge 
of the finer points of our polity, the omission is probably as 
well.  

The same may be said of the loss of “Defender of the Faith.” 
The days are long gone when Prime Minister St Laurent 
could state without argument that “in our countries [referring 
to the Realms] there are people who have faith in the direc-
tion of human affairs by an all-wise Providence; and we felt 
that it was a good thing that the civil authorities would pro-
claim that their organization is such that it is a defense of the 
continued beliefs in a supreme power that orders the affairs 
of mere men, and that there could be no  reasonable objection 
from anyone who believed in the Supreme Being in having 
the sovereign, the head of the civil  authority, described as a 
believer in and a defender of the faith in a supreme ruler.” 

We have never had a state religion even in the days when 
faith flourished – thus the temptation for the republicans of 
today to make mischief had the title re-
mained in a Canada much more secular – 
and in adherence, much more diverse – than 
was true of 1953. The Anglican Church of 
Canada in particular was never a state 
church, however much some of its pastors 
and people retain an affection for the 
Crown, one perhaps inherited, but never 
due to its enjoying any legal status in 
Canada as a state church. That “Grace of 
God” survived, we believe, was a compro-
mise between also retaining the denomina-
tional reference and no reference to the 
Deity whatsoever. It might be  argued that 
while adherence to many denominations 
has diminished, spirituality – the notion of 
a divine being – M. St  Laurent’s “all-wise 
Providence” – remains.
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Text of the Act 
DIVISION 31 
Royal Style and Titles Act, 2023  
Enactment of Act 510  
The Royal Style and Titles Act, 2023 
is enacted as follows: 

An Act respecting the Royal Style and Titles, 2023  
Preamble 

Whereas it is desirable that the Parliament of Canada 
should assent to the issue of a Royal Proclamation 
establishing the Royal Style and Titles for Canada; 
Now, therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate and House of Commons of 
Canada, enacts as follows: 

Short title 
1 This Act may be cited as the Royal Style and Titles 
Act, 2023. 

Assent to Royal Style and Titles Consentement 
2 The Parliament of Canada assents to the issue by His 
Majesty of His Royal Proclamation under the Great Seal 
of Canada establishing for Canada the following Royal 
Style and Titles: 

Charles the Third, by the Grace of God King of Canada and 
His other Realms and Territories, Head of the 
Commonwealth.

Current (l) and re-designed (r) design of Canada’s heraldic Crown
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On Friday at Windsor Castle, King Charles III became Commissioner-in-Chief of the RCMP in its 150th year of proud service 
under three names during seven Reigns. High Commissioner for Canada in the UK Ralph Goodale joined HM for the ceremony 
at Windsor Castle. Acting RCMP Commissioner Mike Duheme presented Charles a commemorative RCMP Officer’s Sword. In 
addition, the King was officially presented with ‘Noble’, a beautiful black mare from the RCMP Musical Ride.

My wife and I were deeply con-
cerned to learn of the wildfires 
ravaging communities in West-

ern Canada. We send our most special 
thoughts and prayers to all those who 
have been displaced and who have lost 
their homes, businesses or property. We 
would also like to express our deepest ad-
miration to the first responders and vol-
unteers who have been working to bring 
the fires under control, while also sup-
porting their neighbours and communi-
ties in need. 

We hold many fond memories of our 
visits to Western Canada and know that 
those affected will rise to this challenge 
with customary Canadian strength, re-
silience and determination. 

CHARLES III

KING OF CANADA – LE ROI DU CANADA 
A MESSAGE TO FIRE-STRUCK COMMUNITIES IN THE WEST 

MESSAGE AUX COMMUNAUTÉS DE L’OUEST FRAPPÉES PAR LE FEU

OUR MOUNTIES HAIL KING AS COMMISSIONER-IN-CHIEF
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GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
BEAUTIFUL CORONATION 
DRESS 

After two months and more than 50 
hours of work, Beatrice Deer’s noted ca-
reer as a seamstress – which started age 
13! – must have met its greatest accom-
plishment in designing and executing 
The Governor General’s dress for The 
King’s Coronation. Deer is a singe and 
songwriter who was born in Quaqtaq, 
Nunavik (QC) Beatrice explained that she 
was able to express Mme Simon’s advo-
cacy for Indigenous peoples through her 
design; that from the beading and em-
broidery to the choice of colours, each el-
ement of this dress was been carefully 
thought out and reflected long-standing 
traditions. Her Excellency’s Coat of Arms 
can be seen on the front: a shield that re-
flects not only her life story but also her 
commitment to reconciliation. 

JUNE 9: GG COMMENTS ON STATUE DESECRATION 
nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-
governor-general-wont-say-whether-
statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong 

Statement by Chairman Finch: 

Most reasonable Canadians are surely 
against vandalizing public property. Vio-
lence and mob rule has no place in a 
democratic country. Period. Reconcilia-
tion does not equal republicanism, and 
tarnishing royal symbols isn’t going to ad-
vance the cause of reconciliation one bit. 
Instead, it risks alienating an otherwise 
sympathetic audience. Surely, the Gover-
nor General would understand this. 

In respect of Her Excellency’s inter-
view with the Globe & Mail, published 
May 3 – Chairman Finch decided that 
the League’s response in form of an Open 
Letter to Mrs Simon would come after 
the Coronation in order to avoid contro-
versy that might in any way over-
shadow the joyous festivities shared by 
Canadians.  

www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/ 
article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-
cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/

Concern About Two Statements by Governor General 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
& THE CANADIAN CROWN

Her Excellency wore a stunning dress at the 
Coronation Service!

LA GOUVERNEURE GÉNÉRALE ET 
LA COURONNE CANADIENNE 

En réponse à l’interview de 
Son Excellence au Globe & Mail, 
publiée le 3 mai dernier 

9 JUIN : 
COMMENTAIRES DE LA GG SUR 
LA PROFANATION DE STATUES 
nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-
governor-general-wont-say-whether-
statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong

Déclaration du président Finch: 

La plupart des Canadiens raisonnables 
sont certainement contre le vandalisme 
des biens publics. La violence et la loi du 
plus grand nombre n’ont pas leur place 
dans un pays démocratique. Point final. 
La réconciliation n’est pas synonyme de 
républicanisme, et le fait de ternir les 
symboles royaux ne fera pas avancer la 
cause de la réconciliation. Au contraire, 
cela risque d’aliéner un public par ailleurs 
sympathique. La gouverneure générale 
devrait certainement comprendre cela.

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/first-reading-governor-general-wont-say-whether-statue-desecration-is-right-or-wrong
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An Open Letter to 
the Governor General 

May 10, 2023 
Your Excellency, 

How wonderful it was to read of your – 
and leaders of national Indigenous orga-
nizations – having an audience with His 
Majesty The King in prior to his Corona-
tion. As you know The King lends a sym-
pathetic ear when it comes to reconcilia-
tion.  

How spectacular you looked on the day 
of the Coronation, donning a dress de-
signed specifically for this occasion by a 
talented Nunavik artist. Your pride radi-
ated in the many pictures I saw. 

However, Your Excellency, do you have 
any idea how much your remarks on the 
Canadian Crown and our King have deep -
ly hurt many in the land to which you are 
supposed to bring unity and common 
purpose, rather than division and dis-
cord? 

How on earth did you feel it appropri-
ate to express those views – dubious from 
viceregal lips at any time – but especially 
on the weekend of The King’s Corona-
tion? How would you feel if your Instal-
lation as Governor General had been 
clouded by someone on the government 
payroll whose comments would garner 
the attention that yours did? 

What do you imagine Charles – as a 
human being – might feel at the ceremo-
nial inauguration of his time as Sovereign 
to hear and read your critique of himself 
and his role in this country? Even more 
unbelievable in that you are one of the 
few Canadians who have access and abil-
ity – and privilege – to have the Monarch 
hear your counsels and discuss anything 
you want in confidence. 

At least I am comforted by your Coro-
nation Day statement where you ex-
pressed your continued support for our 
Sovereign in his important work. It is my 
hope that moving forward this support 
will be strengthened and demonstrated 
daily in your role as The King’s Represen-
tative in Canada.  

In sorrow, not anger; and in expecta-
tion, not gloom, I remain, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 

Robert Finch 

Dominion Chairman, 
the Monarchist League of Canada 

A life-long loyal subject of 
The King and his late Mother 

ON A MORE POSITIVE NOTE 
At the same time, we certainly laud Her 

Excellency’s statement on Coronation 
Day, and hope that it will be her tone in 
future – saving concerns and even criti-
cism which she can rightly share with the 
Prime Minister or indeed The King him-
self. 

In a statement congratulating His 
Majesty, Mme Simon noted that while so 
much has changed in the 70 years since 
the last coronation, including the Crown, 
“it continues to be an anchor for our ro-
bust and stable democracy and our 
 diverse country.... “As we mark this won-
derful occasion, I invite all Canadians to 
look back on the country we were, cele-
brate the country we have become, and 
engage in conversations about the coun-
try we want to be. On behalf of all Cana-
dians, I would like to congratulate Their 
Majesties on this auspicious occasion. I 
look forward to continuing to support our 
Sovereign in his important work,” Simon 
said. “Long may he reign.”  

A SIGNIFICANT SPEECH BY 
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

One of the elements which combine to 
make our Governor General a poten-
tially valuable asset to the Crown is her 
ability, by birth and background, expe-
rience and much deep reflection, to 
bring to the attention of all Canadians 
matters touching the first inhabitants 
of our land: Inuit, Métis and First Na-
tions. We are grateful to our friends at 
Rideau Hall for having arranged to 
have translated into English the en-
tirety of Her Excellency’s February 16th 
speech, large portions of which were in 
Inuktitut, when Mme Simon delivered a 
virtual keynote address at the Sivum-
mut – Inuit Educators’ Gathering. The 
League hopes you will enjoy reading 
and pondering this significant text: we 
have altered the paragraphing to save 
space. 

The Governor General’s virtual 
keynote address to the Sivummut – 
Inuit Educators’ Gathering 

February 16, 2023 
Hello, thank you very much, Aluki, for 

that kind introduction! I would like to ac-
knowledge that I’m speaking to you from 
Rideau Hall, which sits on the unceded 
territory of the Algonquin Anishinabe 
people who have lived on and cared for 

WORTH A READ/VIEW 
We thought many readers would enjoy 
reading some of the following items 
which space precluded our excerpting 
in this issue of CMN: 

COMMONLY-ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE CORONATION? 
QUESTIONS SOUVENT POSÉES 
SUR LE COURONNEMENT 
Access the landing page of the League’s 
completely revised website at 
monarchist.ca – La page d’accueil du 
site web entièrement remanié de la 
Ligue à monarchist.ca/fr. 

HUGE CHEERS AS WILLIAM 
SPEAKS ABOUT HIS FATHER 
AT CORONATION CONCERT 
youtube.com/watch?v=RADMoVY-EMI 

THE ROYAL CANADIAN MINT: 
A NEW ERA 
Interesting explanation for the process 
which the Royal Canadian Mint is 
undertaking to reflect the change of 
Reign on Canada’s coinage. 
www.mint.ca/en/discover/faces-of-the-
monarch/king-charles-effigy 

IMMIGRANTS & PEOPLE OF 
COLOUR BIGGEST SUPPORTERS 
OF CANADIAN CROWN 
www.thepost.on.ca/news/canada/
immigrants-people-of-colour-are-
biggest-fans-of-the-monarchy-in-
canada-poll 

THE OIL WHICH HALLOWED THE 
KING AT CORONATION 
The anointing of the Monarch with Oil 
continues to be regarded as such a 
sacred rite that the “view” was 
obscured by screens held by members 
of the Household Division. The Church 
believes that anointing “makes” the 
man a King, rather than the crowning 
itself. The article explains the care and 
symbolism with which the holy Oil was 
made by the Patriarch of Jerusalem & 
the Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem. 
orthochristian.com/151331.html 

THE POET LAUREATE SALUTES 
THE KING’S CORONATION 
The poem follows the story of a woman 
invited to attend a coronation and uses 
lines from Samuel Pepys diary, which 
described his encounter with the 
coronation of King Charles II, pointing 
to the historical significance of the 
occasion. 
poetrysociety.org.uk/news/a-new-
simon-armitage-poem-to-mark-the-
coronation/

https://monarchist.ca
https://monarchist.ca/fr
https://youtube.com/watch?v=RADMoVY-EMI
https://www.mint.ca/en/discover/faces-of-the-monarch/king-charles-effigy
https://www.mint.ca/en/discover/faces-of-the-monarch/king-charles-effigy
https://www.thepost.on.ca/news/canada/immigrants-people-of-colour-are-biggest-fans-of-the-monarchy-in-canada-poll
https://www.thepost.on.ca/news/canada/immigrants-people-of-colour-are-biggest-fans-of-the-monarchy-in-canada-poll
https://www.thepost.on.ca/news/canada/immigrants-people-of-colour-are-biggest-fans-of-the-monarchy-in-canada-poll
https://www.thepost.on.ca/news/canada/immigrants-people-of-colour-are-biggest-fans-of-the-monarchy-in-canada-poll
https://orthochristian.com/151331.html
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/news/a-new-simon-armitage-poem-to-mark-the-coronation/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/news/a-new-simon-armitage-poem-to-mark-the-coronation/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/news/a-new-simon-armitage-poem-to-mark-the-coronation/
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this land for thousands of years.  
Inuit education is a topic I’m very fa-

miliar with. It’s also one that is personal 
to me. Growing up, I remember the trou-
ble we would be in if we dared to speak 
our language, Inuktitut, on school 
grounds. This is not what school should 
be. And I’m glad it no longer is. But that 
doesn’t mean that there isn’t still work to 
do.  

This gathering allows teachers from 
Inuit regions and other Arctic nations the 
chance to speak about important issues 
and to determine best practices and a 
way forward. You have shared knowledge 
and learned. You are shining examples of 
what Inuit children need to succeed – for 
now and in the future. Your work is a 
strong foundation for Inuit educators 
who support children in learning and sus-
taining their language. 

I appreciate the efforts of Nunavut 
Tunngavik Incorporated not only for or-
ganizing this gathering, but also for fos-
tering unity and connections between 
Inuit teachers.  

To move forward, a successful teacher 
needs to develop and maintain two 
things: truth and trust. Truth means ac-
knowledging the past, particularly the 
lived experiences of Inuit. It means find-
ing ways to improve teaching the Inuktut 
language in schools. Our language is cen-
tral to our identity, it’s part of who we are. 
In the past, those who forced curriculum 
on Inuit stripped language as a way to re-
press our culture. Today, we understand 
what was done, and how language is fun-
damental for our future and for reconcil-
iation.  

The International Decade of Indige-
nous Languages, proclaimed by the 
United Nations, began last year as a way 
to raise awareness of Indigenous lan-
guages, including those in danger of dis-
appearing. Throughout the decade, it rec-
ognizes the importance of preserving, 
revitalizing and promoting these lan-
guages as a way to strengthen culture.  

Too many Indigenous languages have 
already been lost. The continued vitality 
of these languages should not be taken 
for granted. I brought my language with 
me to Rideau Hall and it influences my 
work. Taking the opportunity to speak 
Inuktitut is a way to show its importance 
to all Canadians. You have spoken this 
week about Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, and 
the importance of using that as the foun-
dation for curriculum development. 

Each principle is a truth, and you’ve ad-
dressed many of them during this gath-
ering: making decisions through consen-
sus, respecting others and inclusivity. 
Simply by being here, you’re fulfilling an-
other principle: you’re working together 

to build a better system for our Inuit chil-
dren.  

To quote from the 2011 National Strat-
egy for Inuit Education, that I led the de-
velopment of when I was chairperson of 
the National Committee: “[Developing 
new curriculum] requires collaboration 
between Inuit educators and elders to de-
velop new learning modules, new Inuit-
language terminology, and to mentor the 
new generation of younger teachers in 
appropriate methods.” 

Throughout my career, I have aspired 
to support positive experiences for Inuit 
children in school. It is one way to heal 
from the pain inflicted by the education 
system and residential schools, and the 
generational trauma that remains a bur-
den for parents and grandparents.  

But to move forward requires truth and 
trust. It requires trust in government and 
in an education system that has histori-
cally failed too many Indigenous children. 

That trust is strained every time un-
marked graves at residential schools are 
unearthed. It is in our minds every time 
we hear of young people who take their 
own lives because they see no way for-
ward, they see no future.  

You have a chance, here and now, to re-
build trust in a real and lasting way. To 
show our children that they can learn and 
sustain their language, that they can 
thrive in Canada and in their community.  

I encourage you to: 

— Reach out to parents and the 
community, and engage them in 
the classroom.  

— Learn ways to support education 
delivery in Inuktut.  

— Be open and honest about what 
you need, and listen to what your 
students need.  

— Take every opportunity to ac-
knowledge your success, and also 
the success of your students – 
one way of doing this is to re-
quest to participate in the 
 Governor General’s Academic 
Medal Program. I encourage 
schools to contact our office to 
learn more if you’re interested. 

I was reminded of the importance of 
Arctic and Indigenous education during 
my State visit to Finland last week. Fin-
land is also an Arctic nation and some re-
mote areas have similar challenges as 
Canada’s North. The Finnish system is fo-
cused on learning development, instead 
of teaching. Teachers adapt to the chil-
dren’s strengths and interests, and com-
pensate for their weaknesses. They make 
learning easier to understand for the chil-

dren, engaging them and giving them the 
tools they need to succeed.  

For the Sami people, the flexibility to 
adapt lessons to a community allows 
them to teach in their own language first, 
before introducing Finnish or English. 
And when the expertise is not available 
locally, distance learning is available. It’s 
not a surprise, then, to learn that Finland 
has the highest literacy rate in the world.  

We have so much we can learn outside 
our own borders. There is every reason 
to apply and tailor successful models to 
our own unique circumstances. In this 
way, Inuktut and other Indigenous lan-
guages can thrive. 

And we all have a part to play. 
Last year, on the National Day for 

Truth and Reconciliation, I hosted about 
100 children here at Rideau Hall. I took 
that opportunity to teach them how to 
say an important word that is central to 
my life and to my mandate: ajuinnata. I 
wanted to let them know how important 
my language and culture is to me. It was 
a way for me to pass on my knowledge 
and passion to the next generation.  

Ajuinnata, in my dialect, means to 
never give up; it’s a promise to commit to 
action, no matter how difficult the cause. 
In the spirit of ajuinnata, you are working 
together to promote truth and build trust, 
to create a bright future for all Inuit chil-
dren. It is a hard task, but one worth 
doing, and one that we must succeed at.  

I appreciate your efforts as Inuit edu-
cators, and encourage you to continue 
building on the connections made over 
the course of this gathering for the bene-
fit of students and teachers alike. 

Revised Passport cover displays Canadian 
Royal Arms
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Lettre ouverte à la gouveneure générale 
www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/ 
article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-
cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/ 

Le président Finch a décidé que la 
réponse de la Ligue se ferait après 
le couronnement afin d’éviter toute 
controverse qui pourrait éclipser 
les joyeuses festivités partagées 
par les Canadiens. 

10 mai 
Votre Excellence, 

Quel bonheur de lire que vous – et des 
dirigeants d’organisations autochtones 
nationales – avez eu une audience avec Sa 
Majesté le Roi avant son couronnement. 
Comme vous le savez, le Roi prête une 
oreille attentive aux questions de récon-
ciliation.  

Comme vous étiez spectaculaire le jour 
du couronnement, revêtue d’une robe 
conçue spécialement pour l’occasion par 
une talentueuse artiste du Nunavik. 
Votre fierté rayonnait sur les nombreuses 
photos que j’ai vues. 

Cependant, Votre Excellence, savez-
vous à quel point vos remarques sur la 
Couronne canadienne et notre Roi ont 
profondément blessé de nombreuses per-
sonnes dans le pays où vous êtes censé 
apporter l’unité et un but commun, plutôt 
que la division et la discorde ? 

Comment avez-vous jugé opportun 
d’exprimer ces opinions – douteuses de la 
part d’un vice-roi à n’importe quel mo-
ment – mais surtout le week-end du cou-
ronnement du roi ? Comment vous sen-
tiriez-vous si votre installation en tant 
que gouverneure générale avait été trou-
blée par une personne employée par le 
gouvernement et dont les commentaires 
auraient attiré l’attention comme les 
 vôtres ? 

Qu’imaginez-vous que Charles – en tant 
qu’être humain – puisse ressentir, lors de 

la cérémonie d’inauguration de son man-
dat de souverain, en entendant et en li-
sant votre critique de lui-même et de son 
rôle dans ce pays ? C’est d’autant plus in-
croyable que vous êtes l’un des rares Ca-
nadiens à avoir l’accès et la possibilité – et 
le privilège – de demander au monarque 
d’écouter vos conseils et de discuter de 
tout ce que vous voulez en toute confi-
dentialité. 

Au moins, je suis réconforté par votre 
déclaration du jour du couronnement, 
dans laquelle vous avez exprimé votre 
soutien continu à notre Souverain dans 
son travail important. J’espère qu’à l’ave-
nir, ce soutien sera renforcé et démontré 
quotidiennement dans votre rôle de re-
présentant du Roi au Canada.  

C’est dans la tristesse, et non dans la 
colère, et dans l’attente, et non dans la 
morosité, que je reste,  

le serviteur obéissant de votre Excel-
lence, 

Robert Finch 
Président national de la Ligue 

monarchiste du Canada 
Un sujet loyal de longue date du Roi 

et de sa défunte mère

SUR UNE NOTE PLUS POSITIVE 
En même temps, nous avons certaine-

ment loué la déclaration de Son Excel-
lence le jour du couronnement, et nous 
espérons que ce sera le ton qu’elle adop-
tera à l’avenir – en épargnant les pré -
occupations et même les critiques qu’elle 
peut à juste titre partager avec le Premier 
 ministre ou même le Roi lui-même. 

Dans sa déclaration de félicitations à Sa 
Majesté, Mme Simon a noté que si beau-
coup de choses ont changé au cours des 
70 années qui se sont écoulées depuis le 
dernier couronnement, y compris la Cou-
ronne, “elle continue d’être le point d’an-

crage de notre démocratie robuste et sta-
ble et de notre pays diversifié” (....). “À 
 l’occasion de ce merveilleux événement, 
j’invite tous les Canadiens à se remémo-
rer le pays que nous étions, à célébrer le 
pays que nous sommes devenus et à en-
gager des conversations sur le pays que 
nous voulons devenir. 

Au nom de tous les Canadiens, je tiens 
à féliciter Leurs  Majestés en cette occa-
sion propice. Je me réjouis de continuer à 
soutenir notre Souverain dans son travail 
important”, a déclaré M. Simon. “Qu’il 
règne longtemps!

IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE 

◆ The Controversy over 
the re-designed Canadian 
heraldic Crown: 
No public consultation, 
no Parliamentary debate 
on a principal symbol 
of our Nationhood 

◆ Review of an important 
new book: The Enduring 
Crown Commonwealth, 
co-authored by Michael 
J Smith and League 
member Stephen 
Klimczuk-Massion

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-king-charles-has-work-to-do-to-cultivate-ties-with-canada-governor/
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Cambridge 
The trip’s first group expedition visits 

historic Cambridge, taking in the sights 
and sounds of the bustling academic 
town. 

This is graciously arranged by League 
member and former Youth Chairman, 
Neil MacAlasdair, a don, who gives us a 
behind the scenes look at the renowned 
colleges – including access to Jesus col-
lege. 

The group enjoys the fascinating de-
tails, including the modernist dormitory 
buildings which housed the then-Earl of 
Wessex during his time as a student. 
Lunch at the town’s medieval market 
square provides a rest from our strolls 
around the streets brimming with histor-
ical architecture and quaint shops. Per-
haps most memorably, we attend Even-
song at King’s College Chapel, renowned 
for its choir which sings under the world’s 
largest Gothic fan vault. 

Impressive! Back to London, we meet 
a surprise dress rehearsal for the Corona-
tion featuring military from the the Com-
monwealth. 

We are thrilled to see parts of the Cana-
dian contingent marching alongside our 
Australian brethren – everyone practicing 
was beaming and evidently proud to be 
part of this historic occasion.

Hampton Court  
It’s Wednesday, and a dozen of our 

crew train Hampton Court, and cross the 
Thames to the Palaces – note the plural, 
Hampton Court is not just Henry VIII’s 
Palace, but several: renovated, expanded 
and partially burned over the years, es-
pecially beloved by William & Mary – and 
more recently, site of Grace and Favour 
apartments. Taken on our private tour by 
a wonderful Blue Badge Guide, Christine, 
we visit inter alia the kitchens, the Privy 
Gardens, restored to William & Mary 
glory; and the double throne rooms of 
William: a perfect one-day excursion. 

Canada’s Flag honours George VI 
and his Queen on Mall 

It is Coronation Day-eve. Our plan is to 
walk to the Mall Memorial for George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth (later Queen 
Mother), lay a wreath, and sing O Canada 
while displaying our massive Canada flag. 
Absent a reliable florist, I accompanied the 
group to The Mall, while Daniel goes in the 
other direction and acquires a lovely red 
and white bouquet, with individual red 
and white roses for each of us to lay. A few 
of us have the good fortune, to see Charles 
& Camilla in their motorcade. A wave, a 
head bow, and a smile, passed between 
those few graced with Their Presence. I, 

sadly, was not so  privileged. 
At Carlton Gardens, we spend a few 

minutes taking in the memorial, before 
we begin to unfurl our flag. Those who 
have been on our previous tours – the 
Royal Wedding, and Jubilee – will remem-
ber the massive 4 x 3 ft Canada Flags 
sewn together thanks to the commission 
donated by long-time League member, 
Byron Thomas. Unfurling it draws the at-
tention of those walking by, as with media 
which had been informed of the event. 
Once the flag was on display, we ap -
proach ed the base of the memorial – 
Queen Elizabeth in front and below her 
husband, George VI. I lay the first bou-
quet, followed by each of our members in 
turn, then we gather behind the flag to 
sing O Canada. In all, the laying of the 
flowers, the unfurling of the flag, and the 
singing of the anthem are a wonderful 
tribute to the late Queen’s parents, and 
the King’s grandparents. 

Following our time at the memorial, we 
proceed to Canada House to view the ex-
hibition on His Majesty. The rain today 
notwithstanding, we arrived relatively 
dry at the Maple Leaf Pub, London ‘s 
gathering place for expat Canadians to 
get a taste of sports and home. After 
drink and some food, we depart, antici-
pating the morrow. 

Hampton Court Group

28 LEAGUE MEMBERS IN LONDON 
FOR CORONATION 

selected reports by Jonathan Brickwood & Daniel Guenther, co-leaders
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Congratulations to Premier Ford & 
Mr Speaker Arnott, together with 
the Ontario Legislature’s Board of 

Internal Economy, for the long-awaited 
announcement that a Statue of our Late 
Queen will be erected at Queen’s Park! 
Our only regret is that Her Majesty was 
not accorded the opportunity to unveil 
and see it for herself.  

As your Dominion Chairman, I wish to 
make it clear that the “monarchist group” 
or “monarchists” (small ‘m’) referred to in 
various news reports never did and do 
not include the League! As much as we 
heartily endorsed the concept of honour-
ing HM in this way, our priorities lie in the 
sort of action you see in our day-to-day 

work. Additionally, we knew from the 
start the League had neither the exper-
tise, resources or staffing necessary for 
this ambitious effort to succeed, and felt 
equally certain that the small monarchist 
body involved, however well-intentioned, 
was not positioned to do so, either.  

Hindsight might suggest a sophisti-
cated approach to mass fund-raising of 
small amounts from the public, with a 
match promised by the Ontario govern-
ment, could have been successful. A great 
many people who are not “Monarchists” 
enormously admired The Queen, and a 
significant take-up by the citizenry to-
gether with governmental support would 
have encouraged a few big donors to feel 

confident that their dollars were going to 
a viable project.  

In retrospect, the inevitability of long 
delay, and the treatment meted out to the 
talented Sculptor Ruth Abernethy, could 
have been foreseen, along with the with-
drawal of a principal donor’s pledge. With 
the exception of the involvement of 
Michael Smith, a dedicated, loyal and self-
effacing operator with a long history of 
political savvy, who helped save it, a team 
of talents was simply not there to bring 
the project home. We all look forward to 
our King’s unveiling this statue during his 
anticipated Canadian Homecoming, and 
repeat our appreciation of Premier Ford 
and Mr Speaker Arnott’s leadership.

TOUR MEMBERS’ SPECIAL MOMENTS 
My first time seeing the King in person, 

he was wearing the Imperial State Crown 
while in the Gold State Coach on the way 
back to Buckingham Palace. It was quite 
remarkable to witness this with my bare 
eyes. Member from Plamondon, AB 

... it was, quite simply, the best and most 
joyful trip I have ever been on. To be 
there on such an historic occasion...was 
one of the highlights of my life – from the 
instant friendships I made, to the stories 
I will dine out on for years to come, to 
being overcome with emotion as my new-
found friends decorated me in flags for 
my night on The Mall-I will never forget 
it. Dave Henderson, Belleville, ON 

What a thrill to see Commonwealth 
flags interspersed with Union flags on the 
Mall.Marlene McCracken, Kingston, ON 

A highlight of the trip was when our en-
tire group walked through St James’s 
Park to pay tribute to George VI and Eliz-
abeth, where we placed flowers individ-
ually at their memorial. I could sense the 
commitment of our League members to-
wards our Canadian history and to our 
Canadian Monarchy. 

Anna Orban-Imreh, 
Mountain View, AB 

...at St. George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle, at the tomb of Her late Majesty. 
Getting to pay my respects to the Queen 
so close to her burial spot and that of the 
Royal Family was a very special and 
poignant moment. 

Member from Brantford, ON

Statement by Chairman Finch 

ELIZABETH II STATUE TO BE ERECTED IN TORONTO
Maquette of 
Elizabeth II 
statue destined 
for Ontario 
Legislature 
grounds.

Dave 
prepping 
for park 
overnight



14 | Canadian Monarchist News – Summer/Été 2023

Senior Québec Officer Karim Al-Dah-
dah hit the national media on March 3 in 
support of one of the League’s primary 
concerns: to reverse the failure of the 
Government of Canada to mount a legal 
challenge to “Bill 4”, the patently uncon-
stitutional Act of Quebec’s National 
 Assembly, thereby ignoring Canada’s 
Constitution in respect of the Oath pre -
scribed for members of legislative assem-
blies – an Oath which even the most hard-
bitten separatist could take in that it 
guarantees that very democratic process 
which is the rule of law – and which we 
presume even an independent Quebec 
would wish to have as opposed to some 
anarchical state. Karim’s taut interven-
tion appeared in National Post and was 
carried in many other outlets of Post-
Media at 
nationalpost.com/opinion/quebecs-
flamboyantly-unconstitutional-move?

Al-Dadah Hits Out Against Fed’s Failure to Challenge 
National Assembly’s Oath Legislation

Al-Dadah dénonce l’incapacité du gouvernement à 
contester la loi sur le serment de l’assemblée nationale
L’agent principal du Québec, Karim Al-

Dahdah, est intervenu dans les médias 
nationaux le 3 mars pour soutenir l’une 
des principales préoccupations de la 
Ligue : renverser le fait que le gouverne-
ment du Canada n’ait pas contesté 
 juridiquement le “projet de loi 4”, la loi 
manifestement inconstitutionnelle de 

l’Assemblée nationale du Québec, igno-
rant ainsi la Constitution du Canada en 
ce qui concerne le serment prescrit aux 
membres des assemblées législatives – un 
serment que même le séparatiste le plus 
acharné pourrait accepter en ce qu’il ga-
rantit ce même processus démocratique 
qu’est la primauté du droit – et que, nous 

le supposons, même un Québec indépen-
dant souhaiterait avoir au lieu d’un État 
anarchique. 

L’intervention de Karim a été publiée 
dans le National Post et a été reprise 
dans de nombreux autres points de vente 
de PostMedia à l’adresse ci-dessus (en 
anglais)

LEAGUE NOTES

ARTHUR MACRAE 
1931-2023 

It is with sadness we heard of Toronto 
member Arthur’s death on May 31st. 
 Devoted husband of Judith Watkins, an 
Anglican priest and inveterate traveler, 
sometime military chaplain and teacher, 
Arthur was a member of the League for 
many years, and bore bravely an assort-
ment of afflictions. The Dominion 
Chairman sent flowers to Judith 
on behalf of the membership. 

GOVERNMENT OF 
ONTARIO VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE AWARDS 

Congratulations to the follow-
ing, who will be presented with 

the VSA Award this Autumn: 
Robert Oldham (45 yrs); 
Sandra Barker (30 yrs); 
Judith Watkins (20 yrs); 
Jamie Burton (10 yrs); 
Logan Liut (Youth); 
Dominic Wrona (Youth) 
at ceremonies to be organized by the 

Government.

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/quebecs-flamboyantly-unconstitutional-move?
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/quebecs-flamboyantly-unconstitutional-move?
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THE LEAGUE’S WEBSITE 
REVISED: A WORD FROM 
CHAIRMAN FINCH 

The League’s website is, not surpris-
ingly, a singularly vital hub of our out-
reach to all Canadians and provider of in-
formation for our members and friends. 
More, the Store allows folk to join, renew, 
make sales orders and contribute funds, 
which as cheque usage declines, every 
year accounts for more and more of our 
revenue. 

One laborious task in the 

recent change of 
platform involved not only 
many updates and revisions 
of factual information, (re-
member, the entire contents 
are available in both Official 
Languages) but an incredible 
number of changes to pro-
nouns, nouns and titles (as in 
His Majesty, not Her Majesty). 

Now mounted in Word-
Press, the site will be much 
easier for Ted, our invaluable 
colleague and webmaster, to update in-
formation quickly.  

An sometimes under-noticed aspect of 
the site is the amount of detail about 
Canada’s Monarchy which is not only in-
teresting, but invaluable to the media, as 
well as in friendly discussions and public 
debate alike. 

We will be commending some of these 
“hidden treasures” to members in 
EComms during the remainder of the 
year – and Logan will be doing the same 
in our social media outreach. 

Doing this overdue and absolutely nec-
essary work did not come cheap: it is a 
task for experts, and an investment for 

years to come. 
Paying the final account yesterday for 

the yeoman work of the team brought the 
total to well over $14,000! 

RÉVISION DU SITE 
INTERNET DE LA LIGUE : UN 
MOT DU PRÉSIDENT FINCH 

Le site Web de la Ligue est, comme on 
peut s’y attendre, un élément essentiel de 
notre rayonnement auprès de tous les Ca-
nadiens et un fournisseur d’informations 

pour nos membres et nos amis. De plus, 
le magasin permet aux gens d’adhérer, 
de renouveler leur adhésion, de passer 
des commandes et de verser des 
fonds qui, à mesure que l’utilisation 
des chèques diminue, représentent 
chaque année une part de plus en 
plus importante de nos revenus. 

L’une des tâches laborieuses du 
récent changement de plateforme 
a impliqué non seulement de nom-
breuses mises à jour et révisions 
d’informations factuelles (n’ou-
bliez pas que l’ensemble du 
contenu est disponible dans les 
deux langues officielles), mais 

aussi un nombre incroyable de change-
ments de pronoms, de noms et de titres 
(comme dans Sa Majesté, et non Sa Ma-
jesté). Maintenant monté sur Word Press, 
le site sera beaucoup plus facile pour Ted, 
notre précieux collègue, de mettre à jour 
les informations rapidement. 

Un aspect du site qui passe parfois ina-
perçu est la quantité de détails sur la mo-
narchie canadienne qui sont non seule-
ment intéressants, mais aussi précieux 
pour les médias, ainsi que dans les discus-
sions amicales et les débats publics. Nous 

présenterons certains de ces “trésors ca-
chés” aux membres d’EComms pendant 
le reste de l’année – et Logan fera de 
même dans le cadre de ses activités de 
sensibilisation sur les médias sociaux. 

Ce travail tardif et absolument néces-
saire n’a pas été bon marché : il s’agit 
d’une tâche d’experts et d’un investisse-
ment pour les années à venir. En payant 
le dernier compte hier pour le travail 
acharné de l’équipe, nous avons atteint 
un total de plus de 14 000$!

LEAGUE NOTES

LEAGUE DISTRIBUTES OVER 
80,000 EDUCATIONAL BOOKLETS 
Grant ends – provision of funding now depends on members’ support 

With the financial backing of Canadian 
Heritage, the brilliant online paid adver-
tising by Logan Luit and the faultless ex-
ecution of delivering many packages of 
our educational booklets thanks to Ted 
Sancton/Studio Melrose, the League had 
exceeded the grant target of 70,000 to 
honour the Platinum Jubilee by over 15% 
– and is now somewhere north of 81,000 
between February 2022 to date! 

We await eagerly the Homecoming of 
Charles and Camilla so that we can reprint 

the English edition to reflect the change 
in Reign with text and pictures. The 
French edition (which outstrips signifi-
cantly the proportion of Canada’s French 
population) is accurate as to text; and 
when the current supply dwindles, we will 
adjust pictures. 

In that the grant terminated March 31, 
we revert confident of your support to 
continue this important aspect of our out-
reach to non-members, especially to 
schools and youth organizations.



LA LIGUE DISTRIBUE PLUS 
DE 80 000 BROCHURES 
ÉDUCATIVES 
La subvention prend fin – 
le financement dépend 
du soutien des membres 

Grâce au soutien financier de Patri-
moine canadien et à l’exécution sans faille 
de la livraison de nombreux paquets de 
nos livrets éducatifs grâce à Ted Sanc-
ton/Studio Melrose, la Ligue a dépassé de 
plus de 15 % l’objectif de subvention de 
70000 pour honorer le Jubilé de platine 
– et se situe maintenant quelque part au 
nord de 81000 entre février 2022 et au-
jourd’hui ! 

Nous attendons avec impatience le re-
tour de Charles et Camilla afin de pouvoir 

réimprimer l’édition anglaise 
pour refléter le changement 
de règne avec des textes et 
des photos. L’édition française 
(ce qui dépasse largement la 
proportion de la population 
française du Canada) est 
exacte en ce qui concerne le 
texte ; et lorsque les stocks ac-
tuels diminueront, nous ajuste-
rons les images. 

La subvention ayant pris fin le 
31 mars, nous comptons sur 
votre soutien pour poursuivre 
cet aspect important de notre ac-
tion de sensibilisation auprès des 
non-membres, en particulier au-
près des écoles et des organisa-
tions de jeunesse.
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JOURNAL DE LA LIGUE

Canada’s 
Royal Family: 

the 
Cambridges

La famille 
royale du 

Canada: les 
Cambridges

Canada’s 
Queen with 
CF soldiers 
at Windsor

La Reine 
plaisante avec 

les soldats 
des FC

P11

Charles in NWT: 
“acknowledging…

and striving to 
do better.”

Charles dans les TN-O: 
« reconnaître… 
et s’efforcer de 
faire mieux.»

P13

KING SEAL 
Proclaim your Allegiance to Charles III on 
your mail, in scrapbooks and in classrooms. 
1½̋, full colour, self-adhesive.

LEAGUE ROYAL POSTCARDS 
P6 The Queen & “the Iron Duke” 2020 
P7 The Cambridge children & William 2021 
P8 Philip & George carriage-riding c. 2017 
P9 The Queen & Prince of Wales 2021 
P10 William & Catherine & children 2021 

Illustrated below 

Canada’s Queen and future Kings & Queens Consort 
Notre Reine, avec futurs rois et reines consort

P12

P10

Sales for Subjects PAY BY CREDIT CARD AT ONLINE LEAGUE 
STORE – PAYEZ EN LIGNE 
Readers will find a much larger selection of items by accessing the 
League website Store: store.monarchist.ca/en/products – Une sélec-
tion légèrement différente des articles chez notre Boutique en ligne: 
store.monarchist.ca/fr/produits

            TOTAL 
        ENCLOSED

           Postage 

         & handling
Add postage, packaging and insurance as follows: 
25% of your order, min. $4.00, max. $25.00 
DELIVERY OUTSIDE CANADA? LIVRAISON HORS CANADA? 
For mailing price, email your shopping list to domsec@sympatico.ca 
CMN 215A and 251 are available only to Canadian and CF addresses

MAIL ORDERS TO: 
P.O. Box 1057 
RPO Lakeshore West 
Oakville, ON 
Canada L6K 0B2
Specify number and 
quantity of each item 
• Include postage 
• Enclose cheque or 

moneyorder 
• All prices include the HST

    How          Item                                                                                                                Price 
   many       number                                         Description                                                    each                    TOTAL

            TOTAL 
        ENCLOSED

Name 

 

Address 

 

Prov.                          Postal Code 

LEAGUE PIN 
BROCHE DE LA LIGUE 
Available in English or French 

FOR MEMBERS ONLY, 
as illustrated above 

CMN 231 English pin $15 
CMN 232 Broche en français 15$ 

FRIDGE MAGNET 
Official League fridge magnet, 3.5x2 inches 
helps organize your life, and a great gift for 
others. 
CMN 249 $2.50 – five for $10.00

THE 
MONARCHIST 

LEAGUE 
OF 

CANADA

LA 
LIGUE 

MONARCHISTE 
DU 

CANADA

www.monarchist.ca

THE LEAGUE’S EDUCATIONAL 
BOOKS/LIVRETS ÉDUCATIFS 

Colourful booklets suitable for all, especially 
kids, students, new Canadians. 

Livrets colorés pour tous, en particulier aux 
enfants, étudiants, nouveaux Canadiens. 

$1.50 each/chacun, 10 for/pour $10 
classroom and larger orders, quote 

on request / pour une utilisation 
en classe, devis sur demande

La Ligue monarchiste du Canada
monarchist.ca

P11 The Queen with Canadian soldiers at 
Windsor 2021 Illustrated below 

P12 Canada’s Queen, Heirs & Consorts 
Illustrated below 

P13 Charles joins the dance in NWT 
Illustrated below 

$2 for 1 card – 5 for $5 – 10 for $9
Prices only for paying members in good standing. Others $4 each card, limit 5 of each card

CMN 252: 
10 for $4.50, 25 for $7.50, 
50 for $14, 100 for $25

The Monarchist League of Canada
monarchist.ca

OUR CANADIAN MONARCHY

http://store.monarchist.ca/en/products
http://store.monarchist.ca/fr/produits
mailto:domsec@sympatico.ca

